
 

 

  

  

 

 

Language for Learning  

Parent Information Session 

 

The Child Development Service (CDS) provides free services for children who experience 

developmental difficulties in areas such as coordination and movement, speech and 

language, social and emotional skills, attention and behaviour and play, learning and some 

everyday tasks (eating, dressing). 

Child Development Service staff work in partnership with parents and families to meet the 

unique developmental needs of each child. 

Please see the Child Development Service Information for Families handout for more 

information. 
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The best times for supporting your child’s language and learning are when you are tuned 

in to them.  

Understanding and managing our feelings helps us recognise how other people are 

feeling. This is important for getting on with others and developing friendships. 
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Learning to use speech and language is very complex and there are some parts that are 

easier to notice, such as speech and grammar. These are the ‘tip of the iceberg’. Learning 

speech and grammar is a developmental process and it takes up to age 7 to get it right.  

‘Speech’ means the way we use our tongue and lips to make sounds. Grammar refers to 

the way that we put words together to make sentences. 

When we have a conversation, there is usually a listener and a speaker. Within a 

conversation each person will take on each role at different times.  

 

When you are the speaker you have to think about and plan what you want to say. You 

have to find the right vocabulary and put these words in order to make your message 

clear. Your body language and voice need to match your message. Because 

communication is a two way process, you watch the listener to see that they have 

understood your message. 
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When you are the listener, as well as hearing and paying attention when others are talking 

to you, you need to be able to understand what they are saying and show through your 

body language that you do understand. When you don’t understand, you need to find ways 

to get more information so that you can get a clearer idea about what is being said to you. 

 

 

 

Many children with language difficulties have trouble monitoring their comprehension, and 

telling the speaker that they don’t understand, or asking them to repeat. These 

comprehension monitoring skills are very important for coping in the classroom.  

 

When your child can let the teacher know what they do not understand, they can get more 

information that will help them to understand, they will feel more confident and find 

learning easier. This empowers them. 
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The more books you and your child can enjoy together, the better. Visits to the library 

allow you and your child to find new books. 

 

We know that one of the best activities for children to support development of good 

language skills is when an adult spends time sharing books that match your their 

understanding and speaking ability with them. 
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Speech pathologists work in partnership with your family. You play a very important role 

and what you do at home with your child can make the biggest difference to their progress. 

If you are finding you don’t have much time to spend with your child, we recommend 

finding opportunities to spend one-to-one time with your child your first action. Use the 

information from this session to plan what extra support you can give your child. Look back 

through your notes to help you identify some actions. 

As well as supporting your child at home, you may wish to plan how you want to advocate 

for your child at school. You may also like to consider what other resources you could 

access that may support your child’s needs.  
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Please take some time now to complete your action plan and remember to keep it handy 

for your reference and for when you talk to your clinician.  

When you talk to the clinician you will have time to discuss how you are going with the new 

ideas and how your child is progressing. At this time you are also able to discuss future 

plans for your child. 

 

 

 



  

  

 

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request for a person with a disability.  

 

This publication is provided for general education and information purposes. Contact a qualified healthcare professional for 

any medical advice needed.       
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